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Archaeological data: 
So many wonderful 
things.
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Archaeological data work:
Lot of people, lot of tools, 
lot of documentation.
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Huvila, I (2018) I. Ecology of archaeological information work In Huvila 
(ed.) Archeology and archaeological information work in the digital 
society. London: Routledge.

Making

Taking
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Community

epistemic distance

Huvila, I. Information making related information needs and the credibility of information: insiders, outsiders, reputation and epistemic 

distance. Information Research  25(4) at http://informationr.net/ir/25-4/isic2020/isic2002.html

To be an insider or outsider
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BA

Data maker Data user
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CAPTURE
CApturing Paradata for documenTing 
data creation and Use for the 
REsearch of the future (CAPTURE)

CAPTURE investigates what 
information about the creation and 
use of research data that is 
paradata) is needed and how to 
capture enough of that information 
to make the data reusable in the 
future. 

www.uu.se/en/research/capture
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CAPTURE
Who we are

8

Paradata
data about processes 
versus data about data
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Paradata as category of things 
that can be appropriated as 
informative of processes and 
practices.
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Aiming at 
”transparency”, explanability, 
understandability
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Or, really
actionability

12
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Paradata is prefigurative by default (?)
A mode of organization and social relationship 
that strives to reflect the future society being 
sought by the group

Following Yates, L. (2015). Rethinking Prefiguration: 
Alternatives, Micropolitics and Goals in Social 
Movements. Social Movement Studies, 14(1), 1–21. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/14742837.2013.870883
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Paradata as a solution, 
or critique?
A lens or tool?
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Much paradata is 
available in existing 
documentation.
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Paradata types

Narratives

Actors

Methods

Photos 
and videos
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Adding 
versus keeping 
(=not cleaning)
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”even if the lack of systematicity
caused problems, its apparent 
advantages raised concerns about
whether data can be made too
clean.”
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Traces and ingredients
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Silvia Gherardi. Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan.
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It’s not about having more 
data.
It’s about understanding 
datawork.
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Huvila, I. (2018). Ecology of archaeological information work. In I. Huvila (Ed.), Archaeology and 
Archaeological Information in the Digital Society (pp. 121–141). London: Routledge.

Hospitality
Hospitality

Data
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Disclosure.
Hekman, S. 2010. The material of knowledge : 
feminist disclosures. Bloomington, IN: Indiana 
University Press. 
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Data practices need to be 
based on hospitable 
prefigurations that help to 
reach a disclosure.

23

Paradata needs to offer 
hospitable prefigurations that 
help to reach a disclosure.
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What kind of a 
disclosure and for 
whom?
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Photo by Martin Geiger on Unsplash & Photo by Matteo Vella on Unsplash
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